The Fiber Feast: London's Green Cables
Became Rat Food

For one Londen-based telecommundcations firm, green aspirations med into 3

fa1a] trap. The company d, Im pam, from blodegradable cable
Imsulncion that proved (rresistible 1o the ciry's rodent populncion. Todr, ns res
eating fiber optic cables trigger wiklespread cutages, i % are Aeeing a network
that has quite literally been tested—ans chewed—by the urban ecosystem,

This Rise and Sudden Stall of a Fiber Glant

G Merwork encered the Londos market in 2016 with 2 bold mission: o challenge the dominance of
insdussry o BT, Posinionsd a3 remble aliermanive, the provider seoured massive backing from
presiighous imveston, incuding the Usivenitio Superasnuaiion Scheme (USS), a sagor Rritish pemios
Tured.

Fust yets, i companty expanded sggressively I ocareed patlrasys beseath Londen's moes cofigesicd
sreens, weaving & web of e meant o service lrandreds of thoussds of propenies scres (e oapseal.
Feom the outide, G Noiwork kolod like the fuiure of srbas connectivily—mi, lecal, and baili for a
iy ik REVer Shofs Movisg.

The Collapss of & Deal: What Scansd the Market?

Dnespine: the wapid polbout, the company’s model sinsggled ander the weight of high comsrecrion cosis,
Tkt Iniceen raees, ad Bcvor competision. By carly 2006, ihe cracks bocame impomaible o ko
With oaly 2% D00 sphacribers asad foughly C300 million i deba, e maths slopped worksg

In Jassiary 006, isvesimen Gem FesWalier Capital stepped in o take cosivol of the sinagglisg onsirg
Soom afver, G Nevwork Bled & notice of intent 10 appoint an sdmisisimasos— e UK version of emering
Fermmud imashrncy prosrndings

FitxWalver iheen bovksd] for @ bayer v oomsadidate the marke, But imeress oosbed quickly. Posersial
sitor—Cormemmiy Fiber included—dsl whon any sconible operaios would dec they impeciod ihe
nerwork's real-workd condivion before peimiag seriows money on che mble.

When Sustainability Meets the Sewer: Rats Eating Fiber Optic Cables

Thee wechanbcal R chon sltimarely baried G Nevwori's dhances of 5 chean resous woe an ervifoamenal
inmwvation gose wiong. In o b o reduce plastic winie asd bumish it “groen” coodensials, ihe
ooy sed biodegeadable cablec jackets peportedly made with soy- of cofm-bused maerial. Os
pags, it looked Eke rospomible design. Undergrowsd, i played more like a dinses bl

Rasdents didn just ot mocas whee duces — by damarged whe lines dhemseloes, chewing dhevagh seoiom
of the fibee mevwork and rerning rouiine menimanor inee 2 iopeating o, bn other woedh: whai e
mean e he eoo-friendly hardware became a reliabiliny problem m scale.

The goography made cerrything wobse. Bomnme O Network baid mech of i infrsireciune benesth
mctive posdways rabser than sidewalbs, cvery G2 coshd sean lane coswres, mallic diversoss, permits,
and expesatve engincening work. Tha coe aeack i rracly wha spocks soqeiren.

The roddenrs like the ducrs and ehe Shres; they find them very rasry,

- Catneme Chaly, CF0 of Corsrrrnity Fibre, ol The Telroegrh, adding thai ihe romodistion meuld e
ooty and e destgn Bess hard s pnose,

A Lesson in Practical Ecology

G Merwork's fensne remains in bmbo, While effors oo lisd 2 bauyer bore conmisued aroend the
solrrdniug e piooe, ihe prospecis for o full rewcus hune Jimind.

The mom dkely soenaria is a pragmaric one: sl off she bea - perfomisg segpmen, Eeep wevior wable
where the infrmireciure b araighiferwan], and walk sway Bom the worni-affecied siviches wheee
g coses exphode Faer than revenue, b s city like London, "simple scoes” s ofien the diflerence
bewween & fin you can scholbile and @ proléem than guisily drains @ buines.

Fou thee imalurmry, whee fall of G, Kevwork is  corsrionaary rale in applied ecobogy ireen Inovation can't
exta I & veeuum, i has 8o sevive (he real csvirenmeni s deploped Sio—med, waler, sralls,
beareucracy, and bungry animals inchaded. Desigring urban infrastreciun: requines more thas moeting
techimcal s sepelasery benck G ahe memi syl Failure resde
prossciibe— il il buiikling Fod i

I b Bt Beiwien high-spead inteinet ad dhe Lomndon i, nabeie luo takcen e kead—and e
smory of rats cating Bber opeic cables is now pan of e busines o

Reod thi anticle in Pofioh: $zceury riwdaly inprooct, Fiona bankoteis rroce choleic




